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BSD CALENDAR:  

 

¶ Learning How to Choose a 

Good Bonsai  

April program by Howard Smith 
9:00 AM Saturday, April 5th  
at North Haven Gardens 

¶ BSD Bonsai  Buying  Trip  

Saturday, April 12th  
(Members Only) 
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¶ Spring Show Recap  

¶ April  Program  

¶ April  in Bonsai  

¶ Events of Interest  
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Would you like to get this newsletter via 
e-mail? Has your address changed? 
Comments? E-mail amy.james@gte.net. 
 

 

Message from the President  

By Sylvia Smith  

 

Spring time is almost over and Howard and I barely survived the repotting 

season.  It is a busy time for us, and a rewarding time as well.  Itôs good to see 

your trees grow and mature and watch them change when you pot them up at a 

new angle or see the difference a new pot can make.  Itôs great fun to teach our 

workshops, go digging with friends, share ideas and watch others enjoy their 

trees too. Yet, Iôm also ready for a break!  But, with no end in sight, I figure we 

might as well have fun and justify this exhaustion. 

  

This month our much awaited bonsai buying trip will take place.  Although I 

was going to give you a lecture on what to look for in a bonsai, I found out a 

few weeks ago that I was also booked to take my Girl Scout Troop camping on 

the same weekend.  With that said, I leave you in the capable hands of my 

favorite bonsai partner, best friend, husband, and my óSempaiô; Howard.  I will 

postpone the buying trip to Saturday, April 12th.  (PLEASE NOTE THE DATE 

CHANGE).  We will visit places in Dallas and Ft. Worth, so make sure you 

donôt miss out and bring your checks, credit cards and cash.  We will E-mail all 

members with the details, so please make sure that we have your correct E-mail 

information. 

  

As far as new news is concerned, I want to thank all of the members that sent in 

their feedback.  Although I would love to make changes to accommodate 

everyoneôs suggestions and needs, the majority rules and we will stay on the 

current meeting day and schedule.  We will also continue to make the newsletter 

available to everyone on the Internet, including non-members.  One thing we 

will  go back to doing is wearing name tags ð one for current members and 

another for guests.  It was pointed out that we have a lot of new members and it 

would be nice for everyone to get to know each other.  This will also help 

us identify new members and make them feel welcome without embarrassing 

them by pointing them out during 

a meeting.  We will be making a 

few adjustments to our website 

including adding PayPal so that 

you can renew your membership 

online!  This might take a little 

longer but we will keep you 

posted on this new feature.  Also, 

the winner of our survey and the 

$50 gift certificate to Joshua 

Roth was Ron Kerley.  

Congratulations Ron! 

 

Sylvia 
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Bonsai Society of Dallas   

2008 Spring Show  Recap  

By Sylvia Smith  

 

Wow, what a great show!  I say this because in all the years that I have been 

doing this, we have finally started to come together as a group a lot like Boonôs 

show in California.  We had more stands than we needed, we had to make extra 

room for trees (thankfully, nothing was sent home), there were plenty of 

companions to choose from, we had a record number of volunteers (28!), and 

for the first time, we had members who wanted to learn how to set-up the trees 

at the show!  I was very happy to see everyone giving feedback and asking 

questions.  

 

 
 

The winner of our óPeopleôs Choice Awardô was Dave Schleserôs Alberta 

Spruce Forest.  Second Place was Howard Smithôs Ashe Juniper with third 

place going (of course) to the Flowering Crabapple.  This year we added the 

óMemberôs Choice Awardô, with that prize going to John Millerôs Catlin Elm 

Rock Planting.  Congratulations John!! 

  

I want to thank everyone who 

volunteered and brought trees.  

Remember that this is not only a good 

way to draw attention to our hobby, but 

also a learning experience, a way to 

share information, talk about new 

techniques and ideas, watch our trees 

grow and become better bonsai 

enthusiasts! 

Events of  
Interest 
 

¶ 24th Annual Dallas Blooms 
March 8 ï April 13, 2008 

Dallas Arboretum 

www.dallasarboretum.org 

¶ BSD April meeting 
Saturday, April 5

th
   

ñHow to Buy a Better Bonsaiò 

North Haven Gardens 

¶ BSD Buying Trip 
Saturday, April  12

th
  

Details to be E-mailed. 

¶ Spring Festival in the  
Japanese Garden 
April 5-6, 2008 

Ft. Worth Botanic Garden 
Enjoy traditional Japanese dance, 

music, martial arts 

demonstrations, papermaking, 

Bonsai, Ikebana, and tea 

ceremonies with the elegant 

backdrop of the Japanese Garden. 

Admission: Adults $4.00, 

Children (4-12yrs.) $2.00,  

under 4 free.  
www.fwbg.org 
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