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Message from the President

NEXT MEETING:
Saturday, June 5, 2011
North Haven Garden
Workshop begins with 
BonsaiSmiths
9:00 am
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I hope everyone is enjoying the cooler weather and watching the 
Texas Rangers play  in the World Series. October has proven a 
busy and exciting month for local bonsai. We began the month with 
our annual fundraiser auction, which raised $671 for the club - 
those funds will be used towards our upcoming convention. The 
auction process was very  smooth. Volume of plant material was 
less than previous years and most of us put the blame on the 
impact of the scorching summer on the trees. Thank you to all of 
you who donated items, to Howard Smith for leading the auction, to 
everyone who purchased materials, and to everyone who 
volunteered. 

Erik Wigert's visit was the next weekend. I had the pleasure of 
keeping up with Erik on Friday and Saturday. He is a class act, a 
positive guy who knows his bonsai and encourages those around 
him. Erik demonstrated on a Campeche which we rafßed off and 
Jeff Andrus won! Congratulations to Jeff - we know he will take 
good care of that nice tree. After lunch Erik led a full workshop  on 
the Parrot's Beak. Everyone who attended these events learned 
something about these trees and something about bonsai we could 
apply  to our collection. Be sure to check out Erik's web-site at 
http://wigertsbonsai.com/ .
 
I am excited to bring a couple of trees for work at our November 
program. Howard and Sylvia Smith will be providing help and 
advice in a workshop style format. Be sure to attend.
 
Recently, I was contacted by a bonsai collector from California, he 
asked "if I only had one Friday to see bonsai in the Metroplex, what 
should I see?" I think a lot of new members may appreciate the 
answer. In no particular order I recommended that he visit 
Sanderson Creek Bonsai (Dan Hammack), Bonsai Smiths (Howard 
and Sylvia), Bent Tree Bonsai (Ray Hernandez), and see the 
private collection of Dave Schleser. I know other members have 
great trees and collections (and I would have recommended those 
if he asked for a Saturday..). He closed the loop with me and he 
was ecstatic and appreciated these folks for opening up  their 
collections to him. 
 
See you on Saturday the 5!

Chuck

In this issue:

Workshop Series begins  page 2
2012 Convention Update page 3
November Bonsai page 4

http://wigertsbonsai.com/
http://wigertsbonsai.com/
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Workshops series to begin November 5
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Howard and Sylvia Smith owners of BonsaiSmiths 
will be conducting a workshop  series starting this 
month and followed throughout the seasons.!  The 
Smiths have been in the bonsai business since 
1996 after realizing that their bonsai collection had 
gotten a little out of hand.!  They began selling 
bonsai at their Þrst convention in Houston, but 
after four years of buying and selling bonsai, they 
began to look for serious bonsai study.!  In 2001 
they began the 'apprentice like' intensive program 
with Boon Manakitivipart.!  They became the Þrst 
and second graduates in the program and have 
continued to work with Boon for 10 years now.! 
Although busy with family  life, they have 
maintained a large private bonsai collection and 
continue to work giving lectures, demos, and 
private study. !! ! ! 

The purpose of this workshop is to help  bonsai 
enthusiasts learn how to improve their bonsai 
collection and take their trees thru the phases of 
development during spring, summer and winter 
care.!  Each member can bring up  to two trees to 
be worked on.!  Everyone must bring their own 
tools and wire to work with.!  The hope is that 
members will bring the same trees over a two year 
period of time and develop trees to show ready 
bonsai. 

*picture - assisting Boon at the Houston 
convention in 2009

Assisting Boon at the Houston convention in 2009

Pottery Pick-up
If you did not get a chance to pick up  your pots 
from our pottery-making program in August, they 
will be available at the November meeting.! 

P l e a s e c o n t a c t D i a n e L o w e a t 
diane_lowe@live.com if you are unable to 
attend!and!want your pots.!

Kathy and Mitsuya - read article on Kathy on page 3

mailto:diane_lowe@live.com
mailto:diane_lowe@live.com
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2012 Convention Update
Guest Artist Highlight: Kathy Shaner

Kathy Shaner is very well know among the folks in Texas.!  She is a yearly guest of Terry  and Sheila 
Ward in Austin conducting a fun Þlled workshop  weekend. Kathy  started bonsai in 1983 studying 
under several of California's most respected instructors and joining 10 of the local bonsai clubs (Wow, 
imagine all of the Texas clubs within an hour drive from all of us!!  Only in California.)!  Through the 
help of her teachers she was granted the opportunity to travel to Toyohashi, Japan to work with Mr. 
Yasuo Mitsuya.

Mr. Mitsuya winner of Minister of Education, Kokufu Awards, and many other awards is the owner of 
Tokai-en, a bonsai nursery located in Toyohashi Ð midway between Tokyo and Kyoto, just off the old 
Tokaido road.! His well know for his conifers and fruiting bonsai species.!  When Kathy Þrst arrived to 
his nursery, he noted her strong drive and passion for bonsai and well as her talent. Mr. Mitsuya 
encouraged Kathy to complete the full 5-year apprenticeship, which she did in 1994. This was a 
double Þrst for both Japan and Kathy Shaner. Kathy Shaner was the Þrst non-Japanese citizen and 
Þrst woman to be certiÞed by the Nippon Bonsai Kyodo Kumaii, the professional Bonsai grower's 
branch of the Nippon Bonsai Kyokai (Japan Bonsai Association).

Since that time, Kathy's career has taken off in many directions. Conducting seminars, and full-day 
workshops, lecturing on-site and working on private collections. She is the curator of the Golden State 
Bonsai Collection-North at Lake Merritt in Oakland, Calif. that opened in the fall of 1999.!  During the 
Convention, Kathy will be conducting workshops on the Firethorn, chuhin size Redwood, and shohin 
size Helen Johnson Bougainvillea.!  She will also head a bring your own tree workshop (you bring a 
tree to work on from your private collection) as well as two lunchtime lectures.! 

Make sure you register ASAP so you don't miss out on this great opportunity to work directly  with 
Kathy.!  Make sure you to register to work with Michael Hagedorn and Ryan Neil too.!  They will be 
featured in next month's newsletter!! Check out the website for more detailed information and click on 
the convention link at 
www.bonsaisociteyof dallas.com

The registration form can be found at http://bonsaisocietyofdallas.com/convention2012/docs/
LSBFregistration2012.pdf

http://www.bonsaisociteyof
http://www.bonsaisociteyof
http://dallas.com/
http://dallas.com/
http://bonsaisocietyofdallas.com/convention2012/docs/LSBFregistration2012.pdf
http://bonsaisocietyofdallas.com/convention2012/docs/LSBFregistration2012.pdf
http://bonsaisocietyofdallas.com/convention2012/docs/LSBFregistration2012.pdf
http://bonsaisocietyofdallas.com/convention2012/docs/LSBFregistration2012.pdf
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November Bonsai
Tips and advice by John Miller

Greetings all:

As the colder weather arrives you may need to 
reconsider your preparations for taking you bonsai 
into winter this year.  If they were damaged with 
the high temperatures they may be growing new 
roots or the new foliage my not get sufÞciently 
hardy.  If you had damage I would suggest you 
work on the safe side and give those trees a little 
more protection and care.  New roots would 
require closer attention to watering.
 
Have your winter quarters clean and ready so that 
you can put your trees there quickly in the event a 
freeze is forecast.  But don"t put them there too 
soon as they are easier to care for up on the 
bench.  Some use an unheated garage.  I prefer to 
set the pots on a gravel area on the ground.  This 
utilizes the ground heat to keep the roots from 
freezing as hard.  The pots can then be covered 
with loose mulch for insulation.  Do not cover the 
ground with plastic; it will hold puddles of water.

Watch the weather so you can protect tender and 
semi-hardy plants.  I prefer to keep them outside 
as long as possible but you should remember that 
frost, which can damage tender leaves, could 
occur at temps in the upper thirties.  I watch the 
dew point temp that is when the moisture 
condenses out of the air.  Clear nights with no wind 
along with that low dew point really spell trouble.

Most important is winter is to keep the soil 
moisture at a proper level.  This sometimes is hard 
to do because the trees do not use as much water 
as when they are growing.  However the cold 
winds will dry out the tops quickly.  I believe that 
most winter damage in Texas is due to lack of 
water rather than to low temperatures.  Mulch 
helps keep the roots warm and retards evaporation 
but it makes for difÞculty in seeing if the soil is 
damp enough.  Most soils with enough organic 
material to keep the tree happy in the summer will 
be too wet if watered daily in the winter and wet 
cold means root rot.  Try to position them so you 
can check the soil. If you are not watching the soil 

in their pots you may either get root rot fungus or it 
dries out, either way--you have a Þnished (for you 
beginners that reads dead) bonsai.  It is easier to 
care for if you have them under roof, that way you 
know you need to tend to watering.

Fall is an important time in controlling pathogens.  
Try to get any eggs, over-wintering insects, and 
fungal spores.  A horticultural oil spray should be 
applied (but not on buttonwoods) during the winter 
to control scale.  It will also get any over-wintering 
insects or eggs.  This purpose is what lime-sulphur 
was Þrst used for, and some Japanese still use it, 
but the oil is safer on bonsai and may be used on 
evergreens where the lime-sulphur should not be 
used.  Again, do not use oil-based spray on 
buttonwoods.

After moving the bonsai, it would be a good idea to 
spray the benches with a stronger lime-sulfur to kill 
insect eggs and mold spores. If you will be putting 
the trees back under them for the winter, move the 
trees away and spray them.  It would be good to 
have enough cold to stop the insect activity on the 
trees so you will not re-infest the area when the 
trees go back to await to cold weather.

By this time any tropicals you have should be 
under cover.  Most do not like the temp below 50 
degrees.  All tropicals should be checked and 
treated for any insect problems since any insects 
will multiply fast when they get into warmer 
quarters.  Spider mites and scale can be especially 
damaging if the plant is moved in the house where 
the humidity is low.

The semi-tropical plants like crape myrtle 
pomegranate and pyracantha need to go dormant 
to stay healthy over a long time but they cannot 
take much cold on the roots.  They will be killed by 
temps somewhere between 25 and 30 degrees.  
These I set down on the ground and mulch for light 
freezes and then bring into a protected area for the 
colder winter.  Sometimes I will let them go 
dormant for a month and then take them and some 
shohin into the greenhouse to start early and I can 
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November Bonsai
continued from page 5
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enjoy their new foliage in January.

The general wisdom is that dormant trees need no 
fertilizer.  However, as long as the soil is not frozen 
there will be some root activity.  I do not add any 
fertilizer to dormant trees but I will leave the 
organic fertilizer cakes on until spring in case they 
happen to get some good out of them.  The 
organics will not break down much in cold weather 
anyway.  Evergreen types (e.g. pines junipers 
yaupons and live oaks) however continue some 
activity  and therefore can use a small amount of 
low nitrogen fertilizer

BIG NOTE:  If you have a tree that is weak and 
unhealthy you should not attempt to style it in any 
way, just get it happy by adjusting its soil, feeding, 
and getting rid of any parasites.  Styling just adds 
to its stress and problems.

Fall and winter is the proper time to do wiring, 
styling, and plucking work on pines.  Repotting is 
saved until growth starts in the spring and candle 
pruning in summer.  Other conifers may also be 
worked on.

When trees go dormant which indicates a reduced 
sap  ßow they may be pruned, that is have major 
limbs removed.  Trimming may also be done while 
the leaves are off the trees and you can see what 
you are doing.  Evergreen types will probably still 
be active.  Pruning them should be held until later.

Take advantage of the slowdown in bonsai care to 
determine your repotting needs.  Do you need a 
different pot?  Do you need to get more soil 
components?  How about mixing some potting 
soils for your needs?  (Be sure to label the use of 
each type of mix so you wont forget what is what).

!

President - Chuck Talley
co-Program Chair
chuck_talley@tandybrands.com

Alvaro Arciniegas & Jennifer Sin
co-Vice Presidents
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Treasurer
diane_lowe@live.com
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Secretary
bhavard@flash.net

Jerry Riley
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jafa625@gmail.com
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Newsletter Editor
hiramaquinones@yahoo.com

John Miller
President Emeritus
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Sylvia Smith
President Emeritus
slysmith@earthlink.net

Has your address changed? 
Comments?
E-mail Hiram at 
hiramaquinones@yahoo.com

BSD Board of Directors - 2011-2012

mailto:chuck_talley@tandybrands.com
mailto:chuck_talley@tandybrands.com
mailto:arciniegas.sin@gmail.com
mailto:arciniegas.sin@gmail.com
mailto:diane_lowe@live.com
mailto:diane_lowe@live.com
mailto:bhavard@flash.net
mailto:bhavard@flash.net
mailto:jafa25@gmail.com
mailto:jafa25@gmail.com
mailto:hiramaquinones@yahoo.com
mailto:hiramaquinones@yahoo.com
mailto:bonsaimiller@aol.com
mailto:bonsaimiller@aol.com
mailto:slysmith@earthlink.net
mailto:slysmith@earthlink.net
mailto:hiramaquinones@yahoo.com
mailto:hiramaquinones@yahoo.com


!

!
!

"""#$%&'()"(*+#,%-!

!

!!!"#$%&'(&)(*+&"%,* !

!
Howard and Sylvia Smith   
www.BonsaiSmiths.net • Cultivators of fine trees 
bonsaismiths@earthlink.net • Collection maintenance 

Tel#  (972) 754-9883 • Private instruction 
Fax#  (972) 661-0694 • Classes, lectures & demos 
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Generous Businesses Give Discounts  

to BSD Members 

Present your BSD membership card at the following 
participating businesses for a 10% discount on 
merchandise: 

 ¥ The Bonsai Smiths ¥ Sanderson Creek Bonsai 

¥ Ray HernandezÕs Bent Tree Bonsai  

¥ Dallas Bonsai Garden 

We are so grateful to these businesses for their generosity 
to BSD members! If you have a business and would like to 
offer a discount to club members, please contact James 
Bonney at amy.james@gte.net.!
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Place Your Ad Here!
 Business card size is $5.00 per month

 Half page size is $20.00 per month
 Full page size is $35.00 per month

 For more details contact:
Hiram Quinones

hiramaquinones@yahoo.com

http://www.sandersonbonsai.com
http://www.sandersonbonsai.com

