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BONSAISOCIETY Message from the President

of DALLAS _ o o
It is hard to believe it is already May! Spring is flying by and | know

that the 100-degree temperatures are just around the corner. As | wri
this message the day is unseasonably cool for DFW area. Many of m
trees seem to be flourishing this spring. Of course | have been following
"#$%8&'( ) 4 the advice outlined by John Miller. Be sure to read this month's tips for
*yp 1 our climate. On a sad note, | have about 10 trees that have not buddt

= yet - trident maples; cedar elms and pomegranates that | hope are ju
Saturday, May 7, 2011 late. | dldnft do anything special for thpse trees_. during the five d_ays o
Ask the Experts below freezing temperatures we had this past winter. | am regretting the
Club Meeting 9:00 - 12 Noon! lack of action now.

Saturday, May 14, 2001

1:00 - 3:00 PM Last month's program on seasonal care was well received by all wh
Bonsai 101

North Haven Gardens Program

attended. We had a record number of trees brought in by our member
It was nice to see so many trees! Everyone seemed to enjoy the progral
May 13-15, 2011 even those who had their trees OseverelyO pruned. Special thanks
Gateway to Bonsai . . . . . .

Texas State Bonsai Convention Sylvia Smith, of Bonsai Smiths to for taking the time to share her
Corpus Christi, Texas opinions on our trees, and their overall condition. Her advice will make

Regi fore April 2 .
egister before April 23rd our trees better and improve the overall knowledge of our club.

Our May 7th program will feature a similar theme - advice on your
trees. For more details please review the program description in th
newsletter.

Our club will be hosting the 2012 Lone Star Bonsai Federation

New to Bonsai? convention. We asked for suggestions for program theme and for a log
_ many thanks for all of the submissions. Our convention board had ¢
Join us May 14th for our tough time deciding on a winner. The winning nomination is in the

program BONSAI 101. The
program familiarizes
participants with common
bonsai terms as well as th¢
basics needed to get started in
the hobby. This is also a gre¢at

way to meet other memberis _ _
and begin networking. Meanwhile, | look forward to seeing you May 7th!

process of being updated by a graphic designer and we will show thi
winning entry in next month's newsletter - stay tuned for that.

v

Soon we will begin to feature important information about the 2012
Bonsai Convention, details and preparation so please stay tuned.

- Chuck
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“Restructuring your Bonsai”
April Program a Big Hit with Club Members - v, tiram

| have been a member of our club for a little the trees. She warned us we might walk out with a
over two years and although | have not attendedtwig with three leaves. Yet, even after the
every single program since | joined | can honestly OwarningsO every member provided Sylvia with
say that last monthOs program was one of the beghe opportunity to actively prune their trees, if she
Our instructor sharpened her bonsai tools andfelt the tree was healthy enough.
provided excellent advice to club members that
were brave enough to allow her to provide styling Sylvia provided the group with not only
advice for their trees. excellent pruning tips, but also tips on fertilizing,

watering and soil type. She also advised member:

Our April program, Restructuring your on the next steps to the development and care o
Bonsai was lead by Sylvia Smith from Bonsai their bonsai. Already well respected by our club
Smiths. | was amazed by the number of membemembers, Sylvia demonstrated to us newer
trees at this program. There were so many trees alnembers the true depth of her knowledge of the
in different stages of development. Sylvia beganart of Bonsai.
the program by showing us examples of show
trees that had been further developed by focusing Below are some pictures from this day - bet
on the treesO structure. What at first looked to mgou wish you were there!
like fantastic trees, looked amazing after
additional work was done focusing on the
structure of the tree. Sylvia pointed out why it
was important to consider balance, structure anc
placement as we look at transforming our small
trees. After making some quick developmental
points, Sylvia rolled up her sleeves and asked
members to begin bringing up the trees.

Always respectful of ownerOs wishes,
Sylvia asked members if she could not only
provide suggestions, but actually prune and shap
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May 2011 Program

OAsk the ExpertsO

Please plan to attend our May program, Ask the
Experts; aka - The Larry, Curly and Mo Show!

Join three members with over 100 years of bonsai
experience while they critique and provide

important feedback on your trees. Yes, your trees,
so make sure you bring a tree or two. Our expert

BSD May 2011

BSD Selects

New Talent Representation for LSBF

Jay Crowder has been selected to represent the
Bonsai Society of Dallas in the new talent
contest at the LSBF convention held in Corpus
Cristi this year.

Contest rules asked for new talent representative
have 5 years or less in bonsai. Contestants will

panel will share their extensive experience and
cover topics such as: general health, esthetics,
pruning, shape, structure and possibly more.

style a juniper.

Please join me in wishing the bes$tluck to

- - . - - '
This panel is one of our members favorite J2Y; We know he will represent us well!

programs. Follow these Oold timersO advice and
turn your blah-tree into a show tree. (Results not
guaranteed!)

- Chuck

. . and will even sign a waiver of liability if they want us
NeW CIUb Dlg Slte to. We might even be agreeable to pay a reasonable |
SeaI‘Ch for every tree collected (usually something like $5 -
10.00 per foot of height). As many of our more
Among our club’s most anticipated activities are the experienced "diggers" will attest to, locating a good dit
annual club digs where members have the opportunity tosite can be very difficult. Even if a land owner is willing
collect superb bonsai material from nature. As most of tg let us invade their ranch, it is rare to find one witt
you realize, trees stunted by natural forces that inC|Udegood material. Last fall Mark Bynum, Garrett Larson
adverse growing conditions and repeated grazing andand | placed an ad in the Glen Rose Newspaper aski
chomping by cattle are arguably the very best bonsaiany interested land owners to contact us. We received
material available. For the last several years we haveresponses but after checking these locations only o
had 2 digs yearly - one at Jim and Mel's wonderful held any promise. Unfortunately, suitable trees wer
ranch just south of Glen Rose for ashe junipers, the|imited to an area of less than 2 acres and maybe .
other at George StrawOs ranch north of Dallas. trees - hardly enough for a club dig!

Sadly, the recent spring wildfires decimated Jim and So please, check around. And if you don't know any
Mel's place, and just barely missed destroying their |andowners but while driving back roads have seen wh:
homes. In addition, after several years of collecting at appears to be potentially promising dig sites let me or a
George's small ranch good material is becoming harderBOD member know, as we might then consider placing
to find. What this means is that we are in desperate neethn add in a nearby small town newspaper near that

of locating new sites for our spring digs. This is where |ocation .

you, our members come in. If any of you know of a

relative, friend, neighbor, colleague, etc. that owns land our club is depending upon you, our members.

within a couple of hours of Dallagease ask them about

the possibility of permitting a few club members to Thank you!

visit their land to determine its suitability as a club dig pave Schleser

site for a collecting trip next winter. DonOt be shay; askyanchu39@vyahoo.com

around. Explain to them that we are only looking for 214 943 2025

stunted trees, close all gates behind us, fill in all holes

age 3
Bonsai Society of Dallas, P.O. Box 836922, Richardson, TX 75083-6922 ¢ www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.com bag


mailto:ranchu39@yahoo.com
mailto:ranchu39@yahoo.com

BSD May 2011

=
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Tips and advice by John Miller v/

Last month | forgot one of Mark Bynums rules A tree being subjected to leaf prunimgust be
when rotating bonsai. Do all the bonsai at one healthy and vigorous.  Weak trees will have
time, then do your watering. That way you donOtproblems coping with the stress. The pruning mus
forget some. An aid might be to put a marker in thebe done while there is still a month of good
same position in all pots, then you will immediately growing weather left meaning before the end o
see any that got missed. May in the D-FW area. The tree should be
fertilized a few days before pruning. When pruning
Three new tasks present themselves this monthdefoliate strong branches fully while leaving some
repotting tropicals, leaf pruning and keeping roots leaves on weak branches. Usually interior branche
cool. will benefit by having their foliage kept on. When
the leaves are off you can check the branches fi
The hot sun shining on the pot, especially the darkundesirable characteristics. Cut vertical growing
colored ones, can raise the temperature to the poinhanging, or crossing branches. Leave any majc
of killing the roots. Especially sensitive are the work for next fall. After this work watch your
nice growing tips at the edge of the rootball next to watering, the tree will not use nearly as much wate
the pot. If the pot feels hot to your hand think as when in full leaf so do not overwater. Wher
about how the roots feel, after all they are living growth starts get you tweezers out and keep up wi
things too. These temperatures can be kept lowethe trimming. Do not let the new shoots get long
by shading the pot with any porous material. internodes.
Putting sphagnum on the surface is good but the
sides need to be protected too. Do not use any solidWhen the night temperatures are consistently aboy
material like newspaper on the surface of the soil as60 degrees you can start thinking about repottin
it will cause you watering problems. And speaking those tropicals. They need the warmth for goo
of watering problems do no rely on rainfall to water root growth. Remember that the warmer
for you, some plants shed the water to the outsidetemperatures and spring winds will cause the root
You must check them yourself. to dry quickly so have a spray bottle or some dam
cloths handy. Keep them shaded until they recovel
Leaf pruning is the cutting off of many or all of the
leaves in order to induce a new flush of growth The old methods were to repot azaleas after the
similar to the growth after breaking dormancy. finished blooming thinking that the tree needec
Sometimes the excuse is made that you get twonutrients from the roots for their blossoms. The
seasons of growth. However if you do the proper newer thoughts are that the plant has all th
trimming during the growth phase the plant is necessary nutrients available in the bud and to rep
continuing to produce the division of twigs the azaleas in the spring while they are still
necessary for ramification and the stress of leafdormant. If you repot after blooming, do not
removal is unnecessary. The real justification for remove as much soil and keep them shaded un
leaf pruning is to replace old or damaged leavesthey recover and are growing well. | am now
with a newer set that will be prettier in a show or in recommending that you use Kanuma soil for you
the fall. azaleas. The first year | bought some | ran a
experiment. Using azalea cuttings of the same si:
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continued from page 5 v/

age etc | planted some in kanuma and some in my Damage is supposed to be cosmetic only. Itis
regular mix. They were grown side by side under caused by a mite. The best control would be to ust
shade cloth receiving the same light water fertilizer a horticultural oil during winter dormancy. It

etc. The ones in the kanuma were much happier seems to only appear on the early growth.

and grew nearly twice as much as the others. The

only plausible explanation | can come up with is Treat for fungal problems too. Leaf spot. mildew,
that the kanuma retains a large quantity of water ~ and such can be treated by using potassium

while at the same time has a lot of air in the soil bicarbonate obtainable from any good nursery. A
thereby giving a humid medium for the roots substitute would be sodium bicarbonate (baking
without being overly wet. soda). Use one tablespoon per gallon as a spray

and be sure to cover both sides of the leaf. The
Insects are waiting for a chance to get hold of some organic people say it is ok to use these products
well fed and very tasty snacks. If you give them together with the foliar spray but | would just as
half a chance they will move into your bonsai soon use them separately because the bicarbonate
almost overnight and are usually hard to spot until (base) reacts with the vinegar (acid) and only a few
damage shows up. The most prevalent ones are  (elms and hollies) at my place need the fungicide
aphids, spider mites, and scale. Leaf miners and treatment anyway. An interesting possible

various caterpillars will sneak in too. | use the treatment for fungus problems by used both organi
organic foliar spray (1 tablespoon each of liquid gardeners and holistic medicine is cornmeal tea. |
kelp, fish emulsion, molasses, and apple cider you know anything about it | would appreciate

vinegar in one gallon of water) to control all these. hearing.

Gary Marchal once said that he has changed from

the Safer soap insecticides to using horticultural oil Keep the moss from growing on the trunks where i

spray the year around. Note that the horticultural damages the bark. Spray with a vinegar but keep |

oil spray is a more refined and lighter version of the off the trees foliage.

old dormant oil spray that could only be used in the

dormant season. Do not use oils on those species Go to the convention in Corpus and enjoy sharing

such as the buttonwood that have a sensitivity to  your hobby with like nuts. | would suggest you sit

oil. If in doubt please read the label on the product at a table with members of another club, they are

you wish to use. really very nice people and sometimes you make
some good contacts too.

A problem | had not had until | moved to the

country is a leaf gall on elms. The gall is much See you there!

worse on the native american elm than the others.

Bonsai Society of Dallas, P.O. Box 836922, Richardson, TX 75083-6922 ¢ www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.com page 5



BSD May 2011

21>\ Bonsai Society of Dallas
——a_ | Board of Directors

BONSAISOCIETY 2011-2012

' President - Chuck Talley Bronson Havard John Miller

‘

co-Program Chair Secretary President Emeritus

chuck_talley@tandybrands.com  bhavard@flash.net bonsaimiller@aol.com
Jerry Riley Sylvia Smith

Alvaro Arciniegas & Jennifer Sin  Member Relations President Emeritus

co-Vice Presidents jafa625@gmail.com slysmith@earthlink.net

co- Program Chairs

arciniegas.sin@gmail.com Hiram Quinones Has your address changed?
Newsletter Editor Comments?

Diane Lowe hiramaquinones@yahoo.com E-mail Hiram at

Treasurer hiramaquinones@yahoo.com

diane_lowe@live.com

N A

More pictures from our April program!
- Thank you Chris Scholz for the pictures
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Timothy Phan

www.BonsaiWare.com
BonsaiWare411@gmail.com
972-679-0384

Bonsai, Japanese & Chinese Pots,
Stands, Tools, Books, Suiseki,
Pre-mixed Bonsai Soil, Akadama,
Lava, Pumice

www.bonsaiware.com

Sanderson Creek Bonsai

1634 Stella Street, Fort Worth, Texas 76104

Bonsai trees/sieved soil, lava, pumice, pots,
expanded shale, kanuma, akadama,
Dyna-Rok, Joshua Roth tools,
classes and granite lanterns.

Hours: Tues- Fri 2:00pm to 6:00pm
Sat 10:00am to 5:00pm
www.sandersonbonsai.com

ph # 817-534-3220 email: di.tec2@charter.net

BSD May 2011
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Howard and Sylvia Smith
www.BonsaiSmiths.net ¥ Cultvators of fine trees
bonsaismiths@earthlink.net ¥ Collection maintenance
Tel# (972) 754-9883 ¥ Private instruction
Fax# (972) 661-0694 ¥Classes, lectures & demos

I"#3%& (&) (*+&"%. *

wide range of quality
Indoor and Outdoor
Bonsai & preBonsai

Sat”

Instruction-Tools- Pots
Supplies

5915 S. Cockrell Hill
Dallas, Texas 75236

Ray Hernandez-owner
By appointment only

L Jp—

www.sandersonbonsai.com

Generous Businesses Give Discounts
to BSD Members
Present your BSD membership card at the following

participating businesses for a 10% discount on
merchandise:

¥ The Bonsai Smiths ¥ Sanderson Creek Bonsai

¥ Ray HernandezOs Bent Tree Bonsai

¥ Dallas Bonsai Garden

We are so grateful to these businesses for their generosity
to BSD members! If you have a business and would like to
offer a discount to club members, please contact James
Bonney at amy.james@gte.net.

"HE%I&H"($)*+,1-./011.2 454

Place Your Ad Here!

Business card size is $5.00 per month
Half page size is $20.00 per month
Full page size is $35.00 per month

For more details contact:
Hiram Quinones
hiramaguinones@yahoo.com
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