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Message from the President
I hope everyone enjoyed last month's program with three of our "stooges" 
giving us styling and care advice on the trees.  Thanks to Larry (John Miller), 
Curly (Dave Schleser) and Mo-etta (Sylvia Smith) for sharing their wisdom.  
Thank you guests and members for bringing so many trees - we learn best by 
seeing and hearing and touching various species under the watch of an 
experienced eye. 
 
I'm excited to share with you that our board has decided to do a multi-year 
Study Group series under the capable leadership of Howard and Sylvia Smith 
of Bonsai Smiths.  Essentially, members will bring in the same tree to each of 
the designated Study Group club meetings so Howard and Sylvia can give 
direction and guidance on the care and refinement on that tree.  We will then 
perform that work at the meeting under their watchful eyes.  I have a 
pomegranate that I hope can become a "show" tree after a couple of years of 
help.  A lot of us have requested this program since we have trees that are 
"stuck" in a place under our care.  These meetings are a way to move the tree 
to the next level of quality.  Stay tuned for more details on this exciting 
program. 
 
Several members attended the LSBF convention in Corpus Christi last month.  
The feedback indicates the convention was a success with good turnout, good 
fellowship, good trees, and good learning.  Be sure to read Mark Bynum's 
recap in the newsletter.  Our new member J. Crowder represented Bonsai 
Society of Dallas in the new talent competition.  Congratulations to J. for a 
second place finish!
 
Join us for the June 4th program on tropical bonsai care.  The program will be 
an overview of summer tropical care then we will divide into four small 
groups for timed demonstration stations:  pot preparation, soil selection, root 
preparation, and wiring.  This program will help us refine basic bonsai skills 
with a focus on tropical trees.  Thanks to Jen and Alvaro for laying the 
foundation for these programs.  We have an exciting calendar of programs and 
events lined up for the future programs carrying us through next year. 
 
See you June 4th!

- Chuck 
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Saturday, January 1, 2011                         
New YearÕs Day Ð No Club Meeting  

Saturday, January 15, 2011       
Buying Trip at Fred Me yerÕs          
9-12 Noon at Dallas Bonsai Garden  
see newsletter for details! 

Sunday, January 16, 2011               
George Straw  Dig 9:00 am             
See newsletter for details! 

Saturday, February 5, 2011          
Club Meeting 9Ð12 Noon           
Repott ing Demo & Workshop  

Saturday, March 5, 2011                  
Club Meeting 9Ð12 Noon 
ÒFinding the Bonsai WithinÓ              
Ð John Miller 

Saturday & Sunday March 5-6, 2011 
Club Show at the Dallas Arboretum   

Saturday, June 4, 2011
Summer Care and Stations
Club Meeting 9:00 - 12 Noon
See page 4 for details!

Saturday, July 02, 2011
TBA
North Haven Gardens Program

Saturday, August 6, 2011
Making Pottery
Club Meeting 9:00-12 Noon

Saturday, September 3, 2011
Benches and Watering
Club Meeting 9:00-12 Noon

Saturday, October 1, 2011
Club Auction and LSBF Artist
9:00 - 12 Noon 
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May 2011 Program
See page 4
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Stormy weather and a strong wind off the Gulf of 
Mexico greeted John Miller and I as we 
approached Corpus Christi on Thursday, May 12.  
We made it in all right, but one of the guest artists 
had to drive instead of fly the last leg to the 
convention some 200 miles from Houston. The 
BSD representative, Jay Crowder, to the Emerging 
Talent Contest on Thursday was delayed due to 
flight problems until Friday.  He was allowed to 
participate a day late and ended up receiving one 
of the Awards on his styled shimpaku juniper.

 All the artists arrived in time for the 
workshops that began on Friday morning.  I took a 
diaza carving workshop by Sean Smith that was 
very informative about the art of suiseki (viewing 
stones) as well as revealing the tricks of creating a 
diaza (a form fitting stand for a viewing stone).  
Sean also conducted a critique of the exhibit trees 
and conducted workshops on Ficus retusa and 
Blue Vase Juniper.  All the workshop materials 
were outstanding and most of the workshops were 
filled.  Artist Ed Trout did workshops on Bahama 
Black Olive, Brazilian Raintree, and Jade Plant, as 
well as a demonstration on a large Ficus.  Artist 
Bill Valavanis, organizer of two National 
Exhibitions and who was in Dallas 3 years ago, 
did workshops on Montezuma Cypress, and Natal 
Plum.  Bill also showed power point presentations 
on the art of displaying bonsai.  He did a 
demonstration on a smaller Ficus tree as well.  
Both the demo trees were raffled off on Sunday 
morning.  Terry Ward conducted a workshop on 
Weeping Elm.

 The Vendor Area was good and the Exhibit 
Area was full of trees!  The Corpus club did an 
outstanding job of creating a "Gateway" into the 
Exhibit area.  A nice touch was the view of the 
Gulf from the dining room for all of the meals.  
After the events of the day, many of us socialized 
in the convenient lobby bar.  Certainly John and I 
did Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights!  We 
had such a good time at the bar that I believe the 
bartender will be joining the Corpus Christi 
Bonsai Club very soon.  She went bananas over 
the raffles and won many items.

 The Saturday night auction carried over 
from the Fort Worth Convention last year was 
another success, raising over $4000 gross sales!  
The Dallas Convention in 2012 will also have an 
auction, so be prepared to auction off some of your 
higher end bonsai trees.

 The strengths of the Corpus Christi Club 
are their goodie bags and their raffles.  Each raffle 
had over 70 items and all were nice.  Lots of trees 
and starter plants, books, pots, and tools brought in 
many dollars.  Many of us were broke by the end 
of the $5 Grand Raffle on Sunday morning.

 All in all, 85 registrants enjoyed an 
entertaining and educational bonsai experience.  
The BSD Bonsai Convention is  less than 11 
months away when everyone will come here to see 
what we have to offer.  Get involved with the BSD 
Convention Committee's requests and plan to 
provide and enjoy a strong bonsai experience for 
yourself! 

Corpus Christi
ÒGateway to Bonsai Convention ReportÓ

By Mark Bynum

BSD June 2011
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As one convention comes to an end, another 
begins to take shape here in Dallas.  The BSD 
Convention Board members have been hard at 
work preparing to host the convention in 
2012.  Please mark your calendars now for April 
27 - 29, 2012 at the Sheraton Dallas North Hotel, 
located on LBJ and the Tollway.
 
F e e l f r e e t o c h e c k o u t t h e h o t e l a t 
www.sheratondallasnorth.com.  The rooms are all 
updated with flat screen TVs, coffee pots, Internet 
access, and they feature SheratonÕs Sweet Sleeper 
bed.  The food is great and the hotel lobby is 
bright and open with a comfortable bar right off 
the main area.  With a nightly rate of $89 per night 
it is just right!  Even if you live in the area it may 
be fun to "get away" for a weekend, kick up your 
heels, saturate yourself with bonsai and have room 
service take care of the rest.  We will be sending 
you registration information at a later date and 
details of how to make your on-line hotel 
reservations. 
 
We are so excited to be featuring Kathy Shaner, 
Michael Hagedorn and Ryan Neil as our 
Headliners.  All of these talented artists and 
teachers have been formally trained in Japan as 
apprentices to world renowned bonsai masters - 
Yasuo Mitsuya, Shinji Suzuki and Masahiko 
Kimura respectively.  We are thrilled to have such 
a lineup of talent and knowledge.  This  is a 

wonderful opportunity to work closely with those 
artists who are shaping the face of bonsai here in 
the United States.  For a sneak peek, check out the 
May/June cover of Bonsai Focus which features a 
beautiful restyle by Ryan Neil. 
 
Which brings us to our winning theme and title 
"The Roots of Bonsai: Celebrating American 
B o n s a i M a s t e r s T r a i n e d i n J a p a n " .  
Congratulations to Howard Smith for submitting 
the title and for Deanna Smith for submitting the 
art work.  They each win a commemorative 
convention shirt.  A special thank you to Hiram 
Quinones, James Bonney and Bronson Havard for 
their submissions as well.  They will each be 
receiving $10 in free raffle tickets to use at the 
convention.
 
We will be updating you on the convention on a 
monthly basis so please read your newsletters as 
you get them.  Remember that a successful 
convention is dependent on our membership 
volunteering to help make things work smoothly 
and effectively.  We will describe each of the 
committees in a future article so be thinking of 
where you might like to help, either before, 
during, or after the convention.  The larger the 
number of volunteers, the less we all have to work, 
and the more enjoyable the convention will be for 
all of us!!

2012
The Dallas Convention

By Sylvia Smith/Convention Co-Chair

BSD June 2011

Do you have an interesting Bonsai story or pictures?
Our club newsletter is always looking for articles.

Please send your stories or pictures to our newsletter editor 
- Hiram Quinones at hiramaquinones@yahoo.com

http://www.sheratondallasnorth.com/
http://www.sheratondallasnorth.com/
mailto:hiramaquinones@yahoo.com
mailto:hiramaquinones@yahoo.com
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Join us in June!
Summer Care and Workstation Rotations

by Jennifer and Alvaro Arciniegas

Come join us for an informative and interactive meeting on June 4th.  As our Texas summer starts to sizzle, 
we will discuss how best to take care of our trees during this, their most stressful time.  John Miller will lead 
the discussion which will include watering, shade considerations, and pest control.  Be sure to bring in your 
trees for consultation and discussion.  Also be ready to describe your summer backyard set-up and the 
expected sun exposure if you aren't quite sure what to do.  
 
Following that portion of the meeting, we will have various workstations set up for members to rotate through 
and learn repotting.  Now is the time to repot your tropicals so this is a good way to learn the techniques and 
apply these same skills for all your repotting.  We have divided this essential skill into 3 segments - removing 
the tree and pot preparation, tree preparation, and finally soil selection and securing the tree into the clean pot.  
We also added a workstation to demonstrate wiring, especially since wiring can be done now on virtually all 
of our trees.  If you would like help repotting any of your trees, bring them in along with your tools and 
enough bonsai soil and we can provide additional help after the meeting.   

May Meeting Recap
ÒAsk the ExpertsÓ aka Larry, Curly and Mo-etta

BSD June 2011

Pictures are worth a 1,000 words!  Here are a few pictures of our well received May ÒAsk the ExpertsÓ 
Panel.  Many thanks to all the members who brought trees for critique and advice on future styling 
and next steps.  Everyone enjoyed the ÒshowÓ.

John Miller as Larry David Schlester as Curly Sylvia Smith as Mo-etta
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June Bonsai
Tips and advice by John Miller

On leaf pruning...

Normally I would consider Memorial Day the last 
day to leaf prune, since the tree needs to have 
enough growing temperature to get the new foliage 
matured. If your spring has been like mine, you 
should still be able to leaf prune if you need to but 
be careful, it could turn hot in a hurry.  Remember 
do it only on healthy vigorous trees.  Put the tree in 
a semi-shaded location out of the wind until new 
foliage appears.  And be careful to not overwater, 
nude trees donÕt need as much.  Again never leaf 
prune the atropurpeum varieties of Japanese 
maples, they do not rebud very well.  However, 
they would probably come out again next the 
spring.

When night temperatures stay above 60 degrees 
you can think about repotting some of the tropicals.  
I would wait another month tho for the buttonwood.  
Some tropicals can be leaf pruned all summer.  The 
Ficus nerifolia especially benefits by leaf pruning 
and can be done more than once each summer.  
That will develop the heavy twiginess you see in 
the Ficus bonsai from the Far East.  I leaf prune my 
Eleagnus six weeks or so before a show if it looks 
ratty.

On twig pruning...

It is important to continue the twig pruning of your 
trees on a regular basis.  While doing this chore 
look at the tree to see if there is a need to do some 
refinement pruning.  Refinement pruning is a 
deeper pruning to replace a branch that has grown 
too long or too big with a smaller one.  This is 
usually done with the secondary or tertiary 
branches not the primary branch coming from the 
trunk.  I prefer to do this refinement pruning on 
deciduous trees in the winter when I can see the 
branch structure.  But on bonsai like the yaupon 
hollies I like to do it at this time when the tree is 

actively growing so that any winter dieback is 
apparent.  Trees that weep a lot from cuts such as 
maples or pines should not be done at this time. 

On fungus...

The extended cool and damp weather is good for 
fungal diseases like black leaf spot.  Treat with 
potassium bicarbonate or sodium bicarbonate 
(baking soda).  After the foliage is hardened a bit 
you can treat with 1% hydrogen peroxide (1 part 
3% peroxide to 2 parts water) weekly.  Warm damp 
weather will bring its own fungal problems like 
mildew.  Same treatment.  

On insects...

Also watch for signs of insect problems.  The 
spider mite will always be near.  Others to look for 
are scale of various forms, aphids, and mealy bugs.  
I use the organic foliar feed (1 Tablespoon each fish 
emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses and cider vinegar 
per gallon water) to control all these.  It also get 
any caterpillars and even bagworms.  You can use 
some of the other organic controls like horticultural 
oil or a chemical according to label directions.  
Read the label directions carefully and DO NOT 
apply oil based chemicals to buttonwoods.

It does not do much good to spray if you do not do 
it correctly.  Hose end sprayers have too coarse a 
spray and usually do not cover very good.  All 
pathogen controls must be sprayed with a sprayer 
that has a nozzle which produces a fine spray in 
order to cover the entire leaf surface, top and 
bottom.  You GOTS to get all them bugs or they 
come right back.  And you GOTS to spray on a 
regular basis.  Any bugs or spores hiding in cracks 
will repeat the infestation. 
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On ants...

Ants  are a different problem. Some ants are after 
the honeydew exuded by aphids feeding on the 
leaves and will leave when you get rid of the 
aphids.  However, if they are building nests in the 
soil, like my fire ants, the tunnels and cavities will 
prevent proper watering and result in loss of roots.  
After you get rid of the ants be sure to grab your 
chopsticks and work the soil down and eliminate 
any holes.  Add more soil on top if needed.

On keeping the pots cool...

Even if the days are relatively cool the sun can still 
get the pots pretty hot.  Not only does this dry out 
the soil very fast but the tree roots cannot live in a 
hot soil.  A temperature I have heard given is that 
120 degrees will kill roots on most plants.  I cannot 
give you a precise to-do list since your backyard is 
different from mine but you should be sure that the 
sun does not hit the pots directly.  If you use a 
cover of any kind be sure that the side of the pot is 
protected also.  A loose weave cover is  preferable to 

solid paper or foil.  Leave an air space between the 
cover and pot and soil.

Most plants in pots will not enjoy a full day of 90 
plus sun.  Partial shade should be provided.  A 
shade cloth awning is the best as it will protect in 
the middle of the day.  A shade cloth on the west 
side will protect from the late afternoon sun.  This 
is  the worst sun as the temperature is  already high 
and the drier air makes the rays more intense.

Get to know you trees like your children.  Which 
ones use more water and which ones stay moist 
between waterings.  If some are difficult to keep 
happy you can try moving those to a cooler location 
(but be sure they get their sunlight).  Another trick 
is  to group problem trees together so that you can 
hit them with a shot of water twice a day and not 
have to spent the time going thru all your trees.

Keep on rotating those bonsai on a regular basis, as 
I mentioned a few months ago!
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June Bonsai
continued from page 4
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A Bit of Whimsy...On Following Directions
by John Miller

Do you pay attention to the 
de ta i l s when ge t t i ng 
involved in an activity?  
This little birdie seems to 
have forgotten that the 
spaces were for the birds 
"to fly thru".  Instead this 
cardinal decided to stop 
and take up residence.  She 
build a nest in the top of the 
tree.  Just under the crown 
was a bit of open area  large 
enough. 
 

Needless to say, this tree is 
not getting any foliage 
misting for a few weeks.  
Apparently she doesn't 
have any problem with me 
working in the area.  It is in 
one of my shade houses 
which has not needed 
the shade cloth unrolled yet 
this spring.  There are lots 
of larger trees very close by 
t h a t s h e c o u l d h a v e 
used.  But no it had to be 
this one.

Cardinal!s nest 
in a bonsai tree

The tree
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President - Chuck Talley
co-Program Chair
chuck_talley@tandybrands.com

Alvaro Arciniegas & Jennifer Sin
co-Vice Presidents
co- Program Chairs
arciniegas.sin@gmail.com

Diane Lowe
Treasurer
diane_lowe@live.com

Bronson Havard

Secretary
bhavard@flash.net

Jerry Riley
Member Relations
jafa625@gmail.com

Hiram Quinones
Newsletter Editor
hiramaquinones@yahoo.com

John Miller
President Emeritus

bonsaimiller@aol.com

Sylvia Smith
President Emeritus
slysmith@earthlink.net

Has your address changed? 
Comments?
E-mail Hiram at 
hiramaquinones@yahoo.com

2011-2012

Bonsai Society of Dallas
Board of Directors
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I sincerely hope that  everyone's bonsai got through the recent hail storms without any major 
damage. I know that in some parts f the Metroplex the hail was as large as baseballs....not good 
at all! I therefore want to mention once again a simple, inexpensive fix that will permanently 
prevent hail damage to your bonsai collection. Using 2 by 4 treated lumber build a simple 
framework above your bonsai benches that are a bit higher than your tallest trees. Then simply 
nail some 1/4 inch hardware cloth to the top of this  frame. Not only will this prevent any hail 
from reaching your trees, but the hardware cloth serves as a nice support for shade cloth. Both 
the lumber and hardware cloth are available at Loews, Home Depot and most hardware stores. 
I've attached a photo of one of my benches to show what it looks like. IÕm sure that those of 
you with better carpentry skills can make one a bit more attractive.

I hope this is of help to some of you. It sure takes the worry out of an approaching hail storm.

Hail Protection
by Dave Schlester

mailto:chuck_talley@tandybrands.com
mailto:chuck_talley@tandybrands.com
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Howard and Sylvia Smith   
www.BonsaiSmiths.net ¥ Cultivators of fine trees 
bonsaismiths@earthlink.net ¥ Collection maintenance 
Tel#  (972) 754-9883 ¥ Private instruction 
Fax#  (972) 661-0694 ¥ Classes, lectures & demos 
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Generous Businesses Give Discounts  

to BSD Members 

Present your BSD membership card at the following 
participating businesses for a 10% discount on 

merchandise: 

 • The Bonsai Smiths • Sanderson Creek Bonsai 

• Ray Hernandez’s Bent Tree Bonsai  

• Dallas Bonsai Garden 

We are so grateful to these businesses for their generosity 

to BSD members! If you have a business and would like to 

offer a discount to club members, please contact James 

Bonney at amy.james@gte.net.!
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Place Your Ad Here!
 Business card size is $5.00 per month

 Half page size is $20.00 per month
 Full page size is $35.00 per month

 For more details contact:
Hiram Quinones

hiramaquinones@yahoo.com

http://www.sandersonbonsai.com
http://www.sandersonbonsai.com

