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Saturday, January 1, 2011                         
New YearÕs Day Ð No Club Meeting  

Saturday, January 15, 2011       
Buying Trip at Fred Me yerÕs          
9-12 Noon at Dallas Bonsai Garden  
see newsletter for details! 

Sunday, January 16, 2011               
George Straw  Dig 9:00 am             
See newsletter for details! 

Saturday, February 5, 2011          
Club Meeting 9Ð12 Noon           
Repott ing Demo & Workshop  

Saturday, March 5, 2011                  
Club Meeting 9Ð12 Noon 
ÒFinding the Bonsai WithinÓ              
Ð John Miller 

Saturday & Sunday March 5-6, 2011 
Club Show at the Dallas Arboretum   

Saturday, August 6, 2011
Making Pottery & More
Club Meeting 9:00-12 Noon

Saturday, September 3, 2011
Benches and Watering
Club Meeting 9:00-12 Noon

Saturday, October 1, 2011
Club Auction and LSBF Artist
9:00 - 12 Noon 
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Button Wood
Photo by

Dave Schleser

I hope everyone enjoyed our July program on summer care as much as I did.  Dave 
Schleser did a great job of educating us on many elements of summer care including 
pruning, repotting tropicals, maintaining air layers, pesticides, and many other 
topics.  We had an excellent turnout for a holiday weekend and we got three new 
members.   Please welcome David Jones, Don Edwards, and Scott Estes to (or back 
to) the club.  It is always fun to see new faces and share good stories.
 
A special thank you to Hiram Quinones and Bronson Havard for their work on the 
July newsletter.  The program recap, story about vacation and all of the photos made 
the newsletter a standout.  Be sure to tell them thank you for their hard work and 
hours of volunteer time.
 
Our August program will feature another hands on program, making pots!   These 
pots will be molded by attendees into forms acceptable for kusamono, or companion 
plants.   The molded pots will be taken by club member / potter Sandi McFarland 
and fired in her kiln.  Everyone gets to keep at least one pot, but the rest will be used 
in a special capacity in our 2012 state convention next spring.  Be sure to join us for 
this fun program and plan to pick up your pot at the September meeting.
 
Our sister club in Fort Worth will be hosting a bonsai show at the Botanical Garden 
(in Fort Worth) August 13th and 14th.    Please volunteer to help set up Friday, 
August 12th from 6-10PM; Saturday 8AM - 5PM; or Sunday, noon - 5PM.  Setting 
up for a show and answering questions about bonsai is a great way to learn more 
about the hobby.   No bonsai knowledge or experience required.   If you can help, 

please contact Mark Bynum at mark.bynum@tx.rr.com.
 
On a final note, our annual club auction is right around the corner at our October 
meeting.   This is our annual fund raiser and a great place to buy bonsai material.  
Look around your collection and consider selling/donating material, tools, 
supplies, etc. for sale.   For those of you new to the hobby, please plan to come and 
build your collection by getting some interesting material and supplies.  There will 
be more detail on how it works in next month's newsletter.

I hope to see everyone this weekend!

 
- Chuck

mailto:mark.bynum@tx.rr.com
mailto:mark.bynum@tx.rr.com


Bonsai Society of Dallas, P.O. Box 836922, Richardson, TX 75083‐6922 • www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.com
page 2

July Meeting Recap
by Hiram Quinones

BSD August 2011

Well our July  meeting was another great one.  This time 
we had the pleasure of hearing from Dave Schleser and 
all about bonsai summer care.

Dave focused his presentation on keeping our bonsai 
cool and healthy during the summer.  A very big 
challenge for everyone this year given our extreme 100 
degree days.  

There were some very interesting lessons regarding the 
difference between heat damage, and sun damage on 
leaves.  Dave brought a few samples of maples that had 
heat shock/damage.  

Dave also talked to us about keeping our plants cool by 
using damp towels, wicks and other methods for 
keeping moisture in the pot and the roots cool.  Dave 
also covered the fascinating topics of air layering and 
defoliating.  Both techniques that we can practice 
during the summer on our tropical bonsai.  Defoliation 
is the technique of removing most of the larger leaves 
on our trees.  This technique should only  be done 
during the treeÕs active growing season.  For deciduous 

trees (those that lose their leaves in the winter) 
defoliation should only take place in the spring.  For 
our tropicals this technique should be done in the early 
summer during the treeÕs active growing season.

Dave infected us with his enthusiasm and knowledge 
and presented a very informative session.  

Dave demonstrating a wick technique

BSD members listen to Dave as he shares his bonsai experience.
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BSD Convention 2012 - Update
by Diane Lowe

BSD August 2011
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I remember hearing about this bonsai convention thing, 
after having recently joined BSD as a novice.   I attended 
and worked many conventions during my years in the 
technology industry but  I really couldnÕt imagine a 
convention for bonsai.  I thought about a convention as a 
place where vendors showed off their latest products.  
How would that relate to bonsai?  Unfortunately, I didnÕt 
take the initiative to ask and didnÕt really know anyone in 
the club at  that time.  I came to meetings when I could but 
didnÕt linger long afterwards, not  having anyone to talk 
to.  So I didnÕt bother going Ð who would I talk to and 
what would I do?  What a mistake I made.  I missed the 
opportunity to learn and lost valuable time better 
understanding this fascinating art form.  So just in case 
you have never been to a convention, let me tell you a bit 
more about how they work.  

As a club member you are welcome to attend the 
convention at no charge.  That  gives you the opportunity 
to visit the exhibit area and look at the wonderful bonsai 
exhibits.  Take pictures and look at what you aspire to 
achieve with your own trees.  There will be docent led 
tours throughout the weekend so be sure to attend at  least 
one of those to learn more about what  you are viewing 
and why the displays are placed the way they are.   You 
will learn why one tree is more desirable than another, 
although with any art form, beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder.  

Another area you will want to visit is the vendor area to 
look at  and potentially buy all kinds of bonsai, pre-
bonsai, tools, pots, and supplies.  A couple of years ago at 
a convention, I remember hearing a club member say she 
was there, specifically to support our vendors.  That 
caught my attention and she went on to say that if we 
donÕt support  them, they wonÕt be around to support  us.  I 
hadnÕt really thought about it that  way but she was so 
right.  We have some wonderful vendors in the state and 
it is a labor of love for them to be in this business.  IÕve 

never heard of anyone getting rich in the bonsai business 
so we should do our best to support  their effort.  While 
the Internet  has made it easier to buy, there is no 
replacement  for local suppliers who work to develop 
material, teach many of us individually, in classes, or at 
club programs, and stock material and supplies we need.  
So be sure to visit the vendors with a shopping list, but  be 
open to meeting and chatting with each one to better 
understand their commitment to our hobby.  

Another thing you will want to do is participate in the 
many fun raffle drawings that will be held.  There will be 
hundreds of items that will be raffled multiple times each 
day.  Most items will take $1 tickets that  are on sale at  the 
registration table throughout the convention.  We will be 
asking everyone to donate items and many will come 
from previous club demonstrations.  It is a great way to 
pick up some wonderful bonsai material at a fraction of 
the value.  Please be thinking about  what you might be 
able to donate; one manÕs trash is another manÕs treasure.   

Workshops and demonstrations are a big part of the 
convention.  There is a cost to participate in each because 
most include pre-bonsai material that  you take home and 
continue to develop.  It  is a great  way to begin to build 
your collection.  A schedule will be published in October 
letting to know about each workshop, the artist  teaching 
it, and its cost.  Hopefully you can sign up for one or 
more, but if not, know that  you can silently observe any 
or all of them for just  $30.  Many of our seasoned club 
members have often said you learn as much if not more 
just  listening to each guest artist as he/she moves from 
one tree to another.  I would highly recommend silently 
observing as many workshops as you can.  

And finally, we have meals planned each day which 
include artist  demonstrations, lectures, and even a live 
auction on Saturday night.  Join us for any or all of those 
and you will meet lots of great folks by joining any table 
and talking bonsai.  It  is a language we all have in 
common.
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August Bonsai
Tips and advice by John Miller
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Although you have only two main jobs in August 
[keeping your bonsai alive and keeping them healthy] you 
have some other things to consider and/or play with.
  
Azaleas set  their buds in July.  Other spring flowering 
plants also set  buds in the fall.  These should not be 
pruned after bud set if you desire the blooms next spring.  
If you are in a developmental stage you can still prune 
them achieving a faster development at the expense of 
next years flowers.  Other flowering plants should have 
the dead blooms and seed pods removed.  That may 
encourage more flowering.  Some tropicals like the 
bougainvillea flower after a dry period which is their 
natural dormancy.  Check growth habits for your species.

Repot heat  loving tropicals.  Feed well a few days before 
repotting. Also be sure to mist  the roots while working on 
them.  After repotting, keep out of the sun and wind until 
they show signs of recovery.

Good fertilizer techniques will help you maintain healthy 
bonsai.  The best  technique is to use organic fertilizer 
balls on the surface.  They will supply a very low dose of 
nutrients every time you water.  Coarse organic powders 
like Hollytone from Espoma may be worked in the top of 
the soil would be next  best.  Time release fertilizers will 
work but  you do not  have much control of it, it  releases a 
lot  when you first put it  on and you can not  tell when it 
peters out.  Water soluble fertilizers are concentrated 
chemicals that may be too active for high temp use.  They 
also quickly wash out of the soil as you water and you are 
doing that more often now.  Check to see that your 
fertilizer supplies the many micronutrients that plants 
need.  

Regardless of where you live in Texas you can expect 
90+ temperatures and the direct  sun will be merciless. 
The sun on the pots raises the temperature of the soil high 
enough to kill the roots.  It also speeds up the drying of 
the soil.  Many pathogens (e.g. spider mites) thrive in 
higher temperatures and the stressed plants cannot cope 
with added problems.

Two things can be done to cope with the sun.  You can 
supply partial shade and you may provide a cover over 
the pots.  The shade, whether from a natural source (tree 
cover) or a shade cloth material, should provide greater 
protection from the afternoon sun.  Late afternoon sun 
can be a problem because the temperature is highest and 
the soil is usually drier at that time.  A loose cover over 
the pot should not touch the pot.  A non-porous cover 
may create an oven.  There should be good air flow 
around the pot for cooling.  

How often you need to water depends on your trees, your 
location and your soil mix.  Some may need 2 or 3 
waterings while some next to them get by with one.  An 
automatic drip system could buy you some help but  you 
should hand water at least  once a day to be sure that  each 
and every pot gets fully wet.

Ideally watering should be done at 2pm or so.  That 
would lower the soil temp to around 70 and would 
provide for some evaporative cooling the rest  of the 
afternoon.

During these extremely hot periods take care when using 
chemicals. This is true whether you are using organic 
chemicals or the other kind.  I do not use my organic 
spray unless it can have a few hours before the temp 
reaches  90.   Heat  makes chemicals more active and they 
can damage your plants.  Be sure to read the fine print  on 
the label re temperature use.  You may need to use them 
early in the morning or very late evening.  Most 
commercial chemicals are sold in an oil based mixture 
which can damage some plants like buttonwood at any 
temperature.

When checking the results on your plants after spraying 
remember that the spray usually will not remove the 
ÔevidenceÕ of problems.  The webs will still be there after 
the mites are killed, the shells of the scale will be attached 
to the leaf or stem.  These will have to be removed by 
hand, by a jet  of water, or some other way.  A soft 
toothbrush works good on the scale shells.

Check your trees for moss growing on trunks.  Bark 
seems to hold moisture pretty good and the extra watering 
may cause moss to grow.  Kill it  with 90% isopropyl 
alcohol.  Let  it  die before picking off gently with 
tweezers.  Too much moss on the soil interferes with 
proper watering.

Also watch for signs of insect problems.  The spider mite 
will always be near.  Others to look for are scale of 
various forms, aphids, and mealy bugs. Preventative 
medicine is best.  By the time you see signs, the damage 
is already done, especially spider mites.  I use the organic 
foliar feed (1 Tablespoon each of fish emulsion, liquid 
kelp, molasses and 5% apple cider vinegar per gallon 
water) to control all these.  You can use some of the other 
organic controls or a chemical according to label 
directions.  Read the label directions carefully.  Do not 
apply oil  based chemicals  to buttonwoods or other 
sensitive species .
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August Bonsai
continued from page 4
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A hose end sprayer does not work very well, its 
droplets are too large and you have little control over 
where it goes.  Use a pump sprayer with a fine spray 
and cover both top and bottom of leaves

The humidity in summer varies quite a bit  but when it 
sticks around for a few days look for fungal problems 
to appear, mildew being the most prevalent.  Foliage 
spraying in the morning will usually not  be a problem 
because it  dries pretty quickly.  Treat with potassium 
carbonate which you can find at any nursery with a 
decent  organic section. There are several chemical 
sprays available too.

Would you like to see an article on styling nursery type material like some that you can actually obtain 
yourself in a nursery instead of some fantastic collected mountain yamadori.  Try locating some articles by 
Tedy Boy of Indonesia. Three are in Bonsai & Stone Appreciation Magazine: Vol 48 No 1 J-F-M 2009 Vol 
48 No 3 J-A-S 2009 and possibly the best is the latest issue Vol 50 No 3 J-A-S 2011.  You may be able to see 
them on the website www.bonsai-bci.com.

Bonsai Styling Video/Articles
by John Miller

BSD August Program
Welcome back Sandi!

Our August program will feature another hands on program, making pots!   These pots will be molded by 
attendees into forms acceptable for kusamono, or companion plants.  The molded pots will be taken by club 
member / potter Sandi McFarland and fired in her kiln.  Everyone gets to keep at least one pot, but the rest 
will be used in a special capacity in our 2012 state convention next spring.  Be sure to join us for this fun 
program and plan to pick up your pot at the September meeting.

 This bougainvillea belongs to Garrett 
 Photo by: David Schleser

http://www.bonsai-bci.com/
http://www.bonsai-bci.com/
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President - Chuck Talley
co-Program Chair
chuck_talley@tandybrands.com

Alvaro Arciniegas & Jennifer Sin
co-Vice Presidents
co- Program Chairs
arciniegas.sin@gmail.com

Diane Lowe
Treasurer
diane_lowe@live.com

Bronson Havard
Secretary
bhavard@flash.net

Jerry Riley
Member Relations
jafa625@gmail.com

Hiram Quinones
Newsletter Editor
hiramaquinones@yahoo.com

John Miller
President Emeritus
bonsaimiller@aol.com

Sylvia Smith
President Emeritus
slysmith@earthlink.net

Has your address changed? 
Comments?
E-mail Hiram at 
hiramaquinones@yahoo.com

2011-2012

Bonsai Society of Dallas
Board of Directors

BSD July 2011
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Howard and Sylvia Smith   
www.BonsaiSmiths.net ¥ Cultivators of fine trees 
bonsaismiths@earthlink.net ¥ Collection maintenance 
Tel#  (972) 754-9883 ¥ Private instruction 
Fax#  (972) 661-0694 ¥ Classes, lectures & demos 
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Generous Businesses Give Discounts  

to BSD Members 

Present your BSD membership card at the following 
participating businesses for a 10% discount on 
merchandise: 

 ¥ The Bonsai Smiths ¥ Sanderson Creek Bonsai 

¥ Ray HernandezÕs Bent Tree Bonsai  

¥ Dallas Bonsai Garden 

We are so grateful to these businesses for their generosity 
to BSD members! If you have a business and would like to 
offer a discount to club members, please contact James 
Bonney at amy.james@gte.net.!
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Place Your Ad Here!
 Business card size is $5.00 per month

 Half page size is $20.00 per month
 Full page size is $35.00 per month

 For more details contact:
Hiram Quinones

hiramaquinones@yahoo.com

http://www.sandersonbonsai.com
http://www.sandersonbonsai.com

